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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
On March 29, the Town Council voted to adopt a 
budget for FY 2010-11. The Board of Education 
had requested a 2.5% increase to the current 
year budget. At the meeting on the 29th, the 
Town Council voted to decrease the Board’s re-
quest by $125,000. This brings the FY 2010-11 
BOE budget to $33,129,942 – an increase of 
$683,495 or 2.1%. The current increase of 2.1% 
would not require any layoffs or significant re-
duction in educational programming from the 
current year.  
While the Town Council does not have the au-
thority to enact line-item reductions to the 
Board’s budget, their decision to reduce 
$125,000 was based on a sentiment that 
$125,000 in legal fees should be removed from 
the budget. These funds were included in the 
budget in the event that the district did not pre-
vail in currently pending litigation. In the event 
that the district becomes liable for those funds, 
the Board of Education may need to request 
them from the Town Council later in the next fis-
cal year.  

Linden Kids Marathon Running Club  
Linden Physical Education Teacher Melissa Pat-
terson has started a “Kids Marathon” running club 
with third and fifth grade students at Linden as 
part of the Connecticut Association of Schools fit-
ness initiative. Currently 72 Linden students are 
participating in the running club, which is held af-
ter school. The goal of the club is to run 25.2 miles 
before May 22. The culminating event for club 
members will be held on May 22 at Southington 
High School where the last mile will be run as a 
group for a total distance of 26.2 miles for the 
“marathon.” Linden staff members Cindy Muller, 
Jill Mullins, Monika Zajaczkowski, and intern 
Tracy Pietkevich are assisting with the club. 

Eighth Graders Donate Butterflies  
Eighth grade Language Arts classes, led by fac-
ulty members Peter Colaccino and Diane Rot-
tier, donated butterflies to a synagogue in Willi-
mantic, Connecticut, that is collecting the butter-
flies for the Holocaust Museum in Houston, Texas. 
The butterflies will be used to represent the lives 
of the children lost in the Terezin Concentration 
Camp. Eighth graders are currently studying the 
Holocaust in Language Arts classes. 

Fidelco Visits Wheeler 
A representative from the Fidelco Guide Dog or-
ganization recently visited Wheeler  as part of Li-
brarian Joyce Goldberg’s “Dog Gone It! I Love to 
Read!” reading incentive program. Jan Adams 
from Fidelco also kicked off Wheeler’s participa-
tion in the “Watch Me Grow” program, where 
Wheeler students will “adopt” puppies currently 
being trained as guide dogs, and will receive pho-
tos and weekly updates about the litter. 

PHS SALT Students Honored  
The PHS Student Athlete Leadership Team, 
together with PHS staff Jen Kohl and John 
Zadnik, attended the Spring Student Leader-
ship Conference, co-sponsored by the Con-
necticut Association of Schools and the State 
Student Leadership Advisory Board. PHS was 
one of four state high schools to receive the 
Gold Honor School Award for its commitment to 
the development of student leadership. SALT 
President Alyse Lamarre received the Daley 
Hawley Award in recognition of her outstanding 
service and leadership at the state level over 
the past two years. 


